Starting up a Business

23 year old, Bhuwan Sing Saund, lives in the area of Krishnapur in Nepal.  He is an only child from a poor family, who struggled to survive year to year. Because of their financial scarcity, he was unhappy and used to quarrel with his parents.  He left school early and became unemployed.  
Under these circumstances, he joined the Ujalo community group.  Bhuwan explained that the group gave him encouragement, confidence and support.  As a result, using his own money and a loan from the group he started a small bicycle repair shop in a wooden hut, a ‘Ghumti’. 
Now he has rented a proper shop and has a successful business repairing bicycles and motorbike and dealing in spare parts. Although his business was very small in the beginning, it is increasing day by day and now he is earning about 5,000 rupees a month (approximately €50).   Bhuwan explained that although he is very busy in his shop, he never misses the group meetings because he finds the discussions on various practical community issues very informative.
Bhuwan explained that his parents are delighted with his achievements and hard work.  He also added that his family doesn’t need to take loans from money lenders anymore for household expenses. He has already paid back all the previous loans and now he takes loans from his community group whenever he needs one.   He says that his family’s house is a little bit too small so he has a plan to improve it and then he hopes to get married. 
Bhuwan added that being a member of the Ujala community group increased his self esteem and helped him escape from his tired and frustrated life.  He added, ‘Now I have been able to see the dream of my life’. 
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